
     It’s that time of year again: the hustle and bustle of the holidays.  It’s a high energy, fast paced, and often
frantic, time of connections and festive fun. This is the time of year that I remember to add yet another thing
to do on my holiday to-do list. One thing I’m doing every day, but I focus myself to make it front and center
this time of year, is ensuring that there is accessibility and inclusion for my son. 
     Some easy ways I can make sure this happens is by starting with a deep breath to 
calm my excitement, and I look around the room. Is my centerpiece on my table 
low enough he can see other’s faces and hands during our dinner conversations? I 
remember to remind my guests to take turns talking, so my son can access the 
conversation. And if he asks someone to repeat what was said, we will repeat it, 
because as my son proudly tells people, the phrase “never mind” is not allowed in 
our house. I try to slow myself down and explain what is coming and our calendar 
of plans, so I can help him understand what is coming next.  But I also talk with my
kids, and let them know that I am also just a mom, and I will make mistakes, so if 
something isn’t helping, it’s okay to let me know, we will work together to fix it. Afterall, we are on this journey,
learning together! 
     We thank all of our guests, sponsors, and bidders, for coming to our A Red Carpet Event last month. It was a
wonderful success! And as such, we will be sharing with you in the coming weeks our plans for in-person events
across the state. Congratulations to Dr. Debbie Mood for her Family First Award (see page 2).  
As we enter closer to 2025, keep an eye on our upcoming events, like our Winter Festival (see age 2), along with
many more listed on page 3. A quick reminder that our staff will be taking time with their families from
Saturday, December 21st through Monday, January 6th. We hope you have a wonderful holiday season.  
     I leave you with a reminder that you are doing a wonderful job, and you are enough! 

Deaf/Hard of  
Hearing

              
CONNECTION 

CO GIVES DAY
Colorado Gives Day is a wonderful
way to give back around the state!
See more on page 2.

WINTER FEST
Don’t miss out on the fun! Signing
Santa, music, crafts and more! See
more on page 3.

EVENTS
Take a look at page 4 for a full list of events.
COH&V events are in RED, H&V HQ
Events are in BLUE. Others are in GREEN

b y  J a m i  F r i e s ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

N o v e m b e r  &  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 4   N e w s l e t t e r

N o v e m b e r  &  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 4 P a g e  1



COLORADO GIVES DAY

P a g e  2
N o v e m b e r  &  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 4

     Colorado’s Deaf/Hard of Hearing/Deaf Blind Adult
Role Model program is back! Do you have a child who is
Deaf/Hard of Hearing, between the ages of 0-3? This is a
wonderful way to connect your family with a DHHDB
Role Model, so you can learn about being a DHHDB
individual. These role models can do in-home visits or
online to answer questions, and provide insight to your
                            family. 
                                  If you are interested but want to know
                             more about the program, watch the video
                             HERE. Or click HERE to meet the Ascent
                             Program’s DHHDB Adults. 

ASCENT PROGRAM

FAMILY FIRST AWARD WINNER
    A big congratulations, and thank you, to Dr. Debbie Mood for
her tireless work in Colorado to help families who are raising
children that have a dual diagnosis of hearing differences and
behavioral challenges. Dr. Mood has long been our go-to
professional when families come to us with questions regarding
behaviors with their D/HH child. She as the wonderful skill set
of understanding the child as a whole and seeing behaviors as
D/HH and as additional needs.
    We were thrilled to be able to celebrate with her and her
beautiful family at our Fall Gala, A Red Carpet Event. 
Thank you, Dr. Mood for always meeting families where they
are at for support and guidance. 

To connect with a
DHHDB Role Model

     Every year we are excited for Colorado Gives Day. This is a
wonderful way to make good happen by connecting people, ideas
and nonprofits. Colorado Hands & Voices is always honored to
receive donations from our Colorado community to help us continue
our mission of supporting families who are raising children that are
Deaf/Hard of Hearing from birth to age 18. Your donations go
towards events around the state. This year we will be hosting our
Mom’s Nite Inn, events for teens (with parent support through this
transition), and family events! To help us make this happen, you can
donate HERE.
     Did you know that from November 1st- December 10th your
donation will be boosted by $1M+ Incentive Fund, thanks to Colorado
Gives Foundation and First Bank. Plus, if you set up a new monthly
donation to Colorado Hands & Voices, your first donation will be
matched up to $100 while funds last! 

https://youtu.be/qQvkLMzjxAc
https://www.coehdi.org/meet-our-dhhdb-adults/
https://www.coloradogives.org/organization/COHandsVoices
https://www.coloradogives.org/organization/COHandsVoices


THANK YOU TO OUR FALL DONARS

     Come celebrate with us on December 7th at Bethany
Lutheran Church, as we enjoy the season of winter! This is
an amazing event where families can connect with each
other, ages birth-8 (please feel free to register if your child
still wishes to participate and is over the age of 8).  A special
thanks to Feel the Beat for helping with music, CAD for
hosting a craft table, and Deaf Santa for connecting with our
kids. 
     Don’t forget to register so you can take home your own
copy of Sneezy the Snowman. We will have ASL
interpreters, access to Cued Speech, and Spanish
translators.  
     Please feel free to share far and wide. We are excited to
see you! 

COME JOIN OUR TEAM
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     We are excited to announce we are currently hiring
additional Guide By Your Side team members. This is a
great part-time job, that is mostly work from home, with a
few events around the state that are in person. We are
looking for two parent guides, one in a rural area, and one
Spanish Speaking Parent Guide. You must be a parent of a
child that is deaf or hard of hearing. 
     Is this you? Please fill out our application HERE, and we
will reach out to schedule an interview! 

     We are excited to announce that Dr. Katie Cue has been hired as the
Colorado Early Hearing, Detection, and Intervention (CO-EHDI) Director.
With Dr. Cue’s position being filled, Colorado can resume its EHDI work,
which includes parents voices with their child’s newborn hearing
screening, identification, and early intervention journey. 
We are excited to have Dr. Cue on board, and we are thrilled to get our
system moving again! 
     If you have a story to share, if its a success story, or a concern, please
reach out to us at info@co-hv.org. Or if you are interested in joining a
                                                                              group of parents over zoom to
                                                                              discuss strengths/weaknesses in
                                                                              our system, we would love to
                                                                              hear from you. 

WELCOME TO DR. KATIE CUE

https://tinyurl.com/WINTERFESTIVAL2024
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpj2Phv0MkuGDb2Bq0xPvXxwerjUIN5UpgJEMb-YuCT0tjXA/viewform?usp=sf_link


EVENTS
December 5th (and every Thursday): Youth Creative Movement (In-Person)

Hosted By Feel The Beat. 5:00-6:00 pm Located at the Westminster Location. For more info click HERE. 
December 7th (and every Saturday): Teen & Adult Contemporary (In-Person)

Hosted By Feel The Beat. 12:30-1:30pm Located at the Westminster Location. For more info click HERE. 
December 5th: Extended Family- How Can I help you? (Virtual)

Hosted by COH&V. 7:00-8:00pm. RSVP HERE. 
December 7th: Winter Festival (In-Person)

   Co-Hosted by COH&V, CSDB, RMDS, Listen Foundation, AGBell, MSD, and CO-EHDI. 
2:30-4:00 pm MST, Englewood CO. Register HERE. 
December 7th: CSDB Craft Fair (In Person)

Hosted By CSDB. 10:00am-3:00pm Located in the CSDB Gym. 
December 10th: Children First- Reducing Harm from Toxic Stress and Abuse (Virtual)

Hosted by H&V HQ- OUR Project.  10:00-11:00 am. Register HERE. 
December 21st: Celebrate The Holidays with Music

Hosted by Tiny Tots. 9:30 am & 10:45am. Located at the Littleton EPIC Campus. Click HERE for more info.
January 1st- Staying Alive in 2025 (Virtual 5K)

Hosted By H&V HQ and COH&V- Virtual 5k. To register click HERE.
January 10th: Toddler Program at Play Street Museum

Hosted by RMDS. For More info email Julie Moers or Susie Broderick
January 15th: ASTra Open Office Hours (Virtual)

Hosted by COH&V. 7:00-8:00 pm. Register HERE.
January 28th: Assessments for Celebrating Achievements and Planning What’s Next (Virtual)

Hosted by H&V HQ. Register HERE.
February 8th: You Are Not Alone (English- Virtual) 

 Co-Hosted by COH&V. 7:00-8:00 pm MST. Register HERE.
February 9th: You Are Not Alone (Spanish- Virtual) 

 Co-Hosted by COH&V. 7:00-8:00 pm MST. Register HERE.
March 25th: Language Acquisition for All (Virtual)

Hosted by H&V HQ. Register HERE.
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"Like" us on Facebook. Parents, ask to join these private Facebook group(s) 
to see the latest updates.  

Colorado Chapter - Hands & Voices (general), 
COHV Unilateral Hearing Loss 
Manos Y Voces (Spanish) 
COHV Deaf+Autism 
cCMV Family Network 
Instagram and Twitter: Colorado Hands & Voices

Parents and Professionals can sign up for our free e-news. 

Include your name, location, and child's age, and school district.

 If you have a particular area of interest, let us know!

Want your own copy of the e-news? 

email info@co-hv.org or call/text 720-598-2648

Do you have an event that you

would like us to share with our

families? Please send us your

information and a flyer  at 

info@co-hv.org

https://www.feelthebeat.dance/
https://www.feelthebeat.dance/
https://forms.gle/gMyPe5kS6nNXFgF3A
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2FTINYURL.COM%2FWINTERFESTIVAL2024%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2iRLxDVQE91xaPJF6g8m_CPPY3FJ25jZB4rVoG1M9sU6hCczS9MYDrr-k_aem_CVv7dhWlsjFhAHDvBHqyvQ&h=AT0nLKjPZINUnPJibfgftimsL7TUHspfHeM-M0_K7R1aU1M_Q4dL8sf5SldbXtZe2CYkAoDS7PpTbMNwCq0Bc-cVgj4Wq4lA9tL9PPCL_lcTc1Ad3kOpak-1Ua4DXciSO-Ebn2s96LGFSN35&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT3Rbrt-mxS1Rx05owaEaqFlDv33KbeV6cYDwovKgHY2vq-g-LUIC-VasMKQTKljF_39ir08qJrP5RAeIWogKVZEY_aDa7hecWiaCIgB7EJ64ohdU0RAzaWny1TqAG7FMc13zZqa0gtXGsuD6UNr3KLR2Jn0hUZMWAx2PAzriKZn11s_6xYdktkCO0MT6IEkVjzD6u2koJTYEVTeahZ0ufpB5w
https://handsandvoices.org/registrations/our/index.html
https://insidetheorchestra.org/
https://runsignup.com/RaceGroups/117629/Groups/1601963
mailto:jmoers@rmds.co
mailto:sbroderick@rmds.co
https://handsandvoices.org/astra/webinars/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScw1NS-RgTh94nwf_10Yd4YrrPG8qD64-aJ84mcc9Xk-dtACg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcymIxLgHvdr1-cn8f9IOC11_Hs9JAQIEMDLuCVuo_YMmXPw/viewform
https://handsandvoices.org/registrations/dhh-infusion-panel.html
mailto:info@co-hv.org

